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T I8 not often

that I find my-
‘ self within the
S precinets of o
A pollee court, but

I i short time
Bgo, happening to be selzed with a
siddeon and nnaccouniable curlosity, 1
wended my way toward one of those
interesting institutions pud  effected
An entrance.

L 6oy effocted, because it was o mut-
ter of no little difficulty, the entrance
and hallways being erammed to ineon-
venienee with forty or fifty individu-
als, mostly women, two-thirds of whom
seemed in the lust stages of despond-
ency, while the remsinder affordel
contrast by exhibiting a sort of nn-
healthy cheerfulness.

The court policeman on duty that
day was an old nequaintance of mine,
and upon notleing me, he immedintely
beckoned to me. -

"There'sa peculiar case just decided,”
he said; “one you might ille Lo know
somethnng about. The fellow is dis-
charged, and will be coming out in o
minute. Why, liere he comes!” ejacn-
lated the officer, “that man in the
shaggy suit.”

The “man in the shogey suit” had
only just got into the street when I
overtook him.

He wns standing still, looking up
and down the thoroughfare, apparent-
ly undecided what to dae, all the time
feeling in his trousers’ pocket as thongh
he had lost something, 1 divined his
th;:;lghl.a. nnd, lqﬁmtl‘g Dim quietly,
rafd:

" Tint s'pose,’ T sald, ns soon as )
tonld get o word in, ‘s'pose s rogular
prliceman comes along and ontohes
tight o' me In those grounds st mid-
night?

**Well,! the little gent replied,
langhing, ‘vou've only to glve the po-
lice slgnal, three lond whistles, and
tell them Detective Dawker has en-
poged you'

"I wos rather doubtful even then,
but the little gent's quick tongue soon
smoothed it over, and 1 ngreed to go in
for a share of the reward,

"“We left the saloon togevher and
parted just outside. promising to meet
at the house he had described to me,
on  Washington Helghts, at twelve
o'tlock the same night,

“ITe enutioned me again not to
brenthe a word about the arrange-
ment, and further mentioned that
when he met me at night he would be
disgwised.

“Twelve o'cloclke eame. 1 renched
the meeting place on time, and found
the detective waiting for me.

“He was dressed in clothes some-
thing like my own, and looked the
flash gentleman no longer,

“He seemed rather lmpatient, and
hastily pulled me into the garden and
into n purt of it where thick shrubs
grew, making a capital hiding-place,
from which yon econld look upand
down the street quite plainly without
being visible yourself.

**Now, mind,' he said, quiekly, ‘i
you see the burglar ran, chase him; if
o policeman comes, give three lond
whistlex T must be off, or I shall
lose my chance. I shall be back Inan
hour. If 1 wunt assistance 1 will give
vou the three whistles.'

“With these parting words the man
disappenred.

“I stood swalting there for quite hali
an hour, I should think, when I henrd
on the still night air the heavy tramp
of a policeman.

e was coming my way, I fanoled,
and 1 waos right,

“Slowly he drew nearer and neaver,
nntil he stopped right abreast o' the
very place where I was hiding, close

“After the unplensant proccedings
just concluded, perhaps a lttle light |
refreshment might be necaptable.” :

“Just what I was a-thinking, sir,” he |
replied, smiling; *an' [ was just a-feel-
in' to see If I'd got the price of o
schooner of beer, but I find 'm quite
broke."

“Never mind,” I observed, and in
less than a couple of minutes 1 had
him comfortably seated at a table ina
nelghboring beer saloon |

He was o fine specimen of the worle-
Ingman, tall and broad-shoulderad,
with a frank, open face—not at all one |
who could be judged as belonging to
the eriminal clnsses.

I was anxious to know what erime
he had been charged with, and I mild-
ly inguirad if it had been o matter of
*‘nssault and battery.’

“‘No, sir,” he said; “but it will be
next time—that is, If I lay hold o' the
shap that made a fool of me.”

“Is it a long story?" L querled.

“Not very long, Would you like to
hear it, sir?"

1 assented eagerly.

“Well, then," he began, after he had
drained hls glass, *'yo seo, I've been |
out o' work now for nigh two months,
scarcely lknowing which way to turn
for o meal, and glad to piek up o quar-
ter when and where I can,

“Well, one mornin’ | went out as
usnal--that would be just nine days

ago—and found myself with only » |

dime in my pocket away up town on
the west side, in the neyghborhood of
Amsterdam avenue and One Hundred
and Sixty-sixth sireet.

“No job was to be had that mornin’,
8o, feeling rather down at heart, anda
little thirsty and huogry, I turned
into n saloon where I knew 1 could
get a snack o free lunch with my
beer.

“1 hadn't been sittin' there long be-
fore o short, stumpy gent, with ndend
o' wateh chaln in front of blm, comes
sauntering in, and seats himself plamp
anlongside o' me.

“T eught to have felt flattered, no
doubt, and perhaps I did a little bit,
when hesaid, prosently, inn very pleas-
ant way: ‘Nice mornin®.’

o e, ' Isaid, ‘ltis for those in work,
but the morning doesn't seem partik-
ler nice to me.'

s iYou're put o' work, eh?' he asked.
‘Well, I might have guessed as much

by your crest-fallen expression,  What
would you say if I put a little job in
' way?

)0‘?1'.1 uhiuld say Heaven bless ye, and |
mean {t," I answered, pricking up my
ears and looking full in the little gent's
{nce.

“He looked at me, too, vory hard.
1 thought, as if he were trying to n-altl
what was inside o' me and couldn't
quite manage 1t

w ] ean trust you?' he asked,

 Perfectly,’ I said.

i ‘Now look here,' he says, speaking
juite confidential like, and in o very
low volce: ‘I'm one of Supt. Byrnes
detectives. To-night I'm going to have |
8 good try to nabi tellow'who_hna |
been fooling the police of ]:\m\‘ York
for the last three months. I've got re- |
liable information, and with your as-
sistance I believe 1 shall have him. n

«iBut—' I was golng to tell him I
knew nothing about thief-talking, lm.d ‘
that 1 was afraid I would only spoil
the affair, when he stopped me.

» *No buts,” he said; ‘I know \\'hn‘t I
am about. You will be new to him. |
He lmows all the lwndquarle‘r detec- |
tives In the city, but he won't know |
you. There's o big reward. If we.
ecatoh him I'll come down lf“d'
somely. Wholter, some more beer!

Wl drank his health, listened, while
he went on talking by the yord, and
telling me what I should have to do.

“Jle told me that t.t;e TOB:WI::: ll:::

eatch was going

'ﬁ'i.“r‘;?:r? at » house on Washingtlon
Heights—who {nformed him he didn't
gav, but he said he knew it—and that
he meant to nab him in the wery nect
The house stood in 8 piece of ground [
inclosed by & low mail fence, and my |

rt of the performance weas Lo watch |
for the burglar, nnd should he by any
means givwsae detective the slip, w

to the gorden gate.

“IHe put his hand and tried the gate
fastening. It opened; he enme inside
and flaslied his lantern full on the very
bush behind which I was standin'.

“Quicle as possible T gave three very
lowd, shrill whistles, but instead of
the policeman being awed by the
sound he dashed at me and canght me
by the throat, in about half & minnte
nearly choking me, and stopplog me
trom explaining why I was there.

“Finding I dldn't resist, he loosened
his hold and questioned me.

“I told him plump and plain that De-
tective Dawker had engaged me—that
I was dolng to my duty and that he
had not better spoil onr game.

“He only gripped my arm the tight-
er and langhed, telling me not to ‘try
it on him," and blew his whistle,

“In a few minutes another officer
nrrived, and between the two of 'em,
what, with their laughing and thelr
questions, I had a lively time of it

‘*This was nnother of that Dawker's
schemes, they sald, and 1 was put
down s an accomplice, trying on the
‘innocent humbug' with 'em,

“It was in vain 1 declared my inno-
cence of any scheme besldes that for
the eapture of a notorions burglar.

“It was no go. I was taken to the
nesrest poliee station and held on sus.
pleion.

“The next morning, when brought
before the police justice, I learned, to
my great surprise, that the man J

Y1 CAN TRUST YOU?" HE ASKED,

thought was o detective was none
ofher than the burglar he pretended to
be after, and that, Instead of trying to
eateh o eriminal, he was robbing the
house while I kept wateh outside, and

| warned him by my lound whistles of

the arrival of the police,

“1 wns remanded for inguiries to be
made, and, they being found satisfac.
tory, I wns brought up sgain this
morning and discharged.

“But 1 hope the fellow keeps out o
my path, for I shall certainly be
brought up for assanltor manslaughter
if ever 1 clap my eyes on him."

Having ordered a fresh glass of the
fosming beverage for my innocent ac
quaintance, 1 left him apparently
quite comfortable.

But I heard him mutter, as I turned
away:

“Wait till T meet him—I'll break
every bone in his body!"—N, Y. Week-
ly.

One Thousand Years Henos,

“Tell my daughter that she mnst not
forget that dinner will be an hour
enrlier to-day. She is in Egypt.”

*Yes, mnm.” (Telephones a phono-
graphiec sigoal to Pyramid station, No.
00,00,

I see the airship from Market street,
Japan, nearing the window., Bring
my husband’s slippers and dressing-
gown."

“Yes, mum."

“Now touch the buttons A, L, R, T,
V., Wand X. I think that will be all
we will want for dinner. Here comes
my danghter on her bi-wing fiyer, just
in time, Call up No. §888."

“Yes, mum."—Boston Globe.

Humoporus is enlled the father of
history, on aceount of being the frsh
great historlan and the father of lies,

from the qualjy of his biategy.

LEARN TO WALK.

A Grace That Nesds Caltivallon In Amers
lea.

An observer ab Sarntoga notes the
lnck of proper tenining in the modula.
tion of the voice and in correct pro-
nuncintion on the part of most of the
women who crowd the fashionable
summer resorts. To this  might
addod o very genoral failure to nequire
nn ensy and grageful walk and bear-
ing.  While there are finlshing schools
without number where it is supposed
thaot some attention is paid to these
matters, it is a fuct that unless an
Amerioan woman is naturally graceful
{ii o movemonts she is condemned to
be swloward and stiff or “slonchy™ in
spite of the ease with which this
may be  overcome. Perhaps it
urises from oxoessive  self-con-
sclonsness, Cerfainly that is at the
root of the apparent serionsness or
melancholy, or wlse the hysterical
animation of our women, who are seen
to wdvantage only in the privacy of
their homes,

The and  exclamuatory
French to the World's fair
were struek by the sedate and almost
sad bearing of American crowds in the
Midway., The purpose of this annex to
the great show was to provoke hilarity,
but it was o dismal failure us far as the
Americnns were concerned,  In publie
we are like the English, of whom old
Froissart wrote: “They take their
pleasures sadly, after their fashion.”
We are sclf-conscious, pud ench of us
has found it diffienlt or impossible to
get vid of the delusion that we are
the observed of everybody, and that
the chief ogeupation of the world is
to comment on our appearance and be-
hovior. ‘Therefore we are sedate nl-
most to u look of sullenness, or we are
vivacions to a palpably artificial de-
gree and frequently rnude. At home
we are found to be, partienlarly the
women, aminble and naturally cheerful
and bright, A stranger talong his
first ride in o erowded street onr wonld
declare Americans to be morose and
dull and cold blooded peaple, or else,
on seeing the hysterieal yonng woman
or the woman whose artificinl anlma-
tion is associated with a lood voice and
who tulks for the benefit of the erowd,
he wonld segrard ns a8 vulgar, Ameri-
cans are not any of these things, but
simply the vietims of neglect.

Without being made obviously and
nggressively artificinl, the American
woman ¢an be made gracefnl and suf
ficiently dignified without losing every
appenrance of amiubility, It is no
more naturil to walle after the manner
of St. Vitus, with jerkiness, which is a
common fault with American girls,
thun with o graceful swing. It is cor-
talnly no more dificu!t to aeqnire o
free and charming walk than the walk
which seeme to dislocate the hip joint,
and which was highly popular among
school girls o few yvears ago. Some-
thing has been gained for tall and
long limbed women by the tragic Del-
sarte walle, but it is not ndapted to the
young women who are most in need of
training, and who ecarry themselves as
thongh they nre on two jolntless sticks
nnd are in constant haste,

It'is well worth while for the young
woman to puy i good denl of attention
to her walk. Also to the modulation
of her voice and to her pronnneistion,
both of which are neglected by school
instrnetors.  The American girl has
Lening, high idens, o sense of humor
and good nature, hesides the distinetly
domestic virtues,  Almost her sl
fuults are those we have mentioned,
and they ore cusily eorrected.—N. Y,
Commuoreinl Advertiser.

WHEELS IN THE ARMY.

by

vivacions

visitors

Grent Incroase In Bloyeles for the Armies
of Enrope,

The use of bigyeles inall the armics
of Furope has been enormously in-
ercased doring the lust two years, In
Hollinnd members of the various bieyele
clubs who have already attuined their
twenty-frst year and dre proficient in
their art are invited to join the army
under certain advantageons conditions,
The number of posts offered is seventy-
five. The candidates ave paid fifty
guldens o year for the wear and tear
of their mochines, are given the rank
of corporal, and presented with a
uniform to e worn during service.
When wpon duty the bieycles are
allowed five guldens o day. From
the 1st of March 40 the 30th of April
they receive instruction twice o weck
from an oflicer in military afalrs, The
candidates have to bind themselves o
be ready during a space of five yoars to
be called out at any moment by the
war minister, and also to attend ma-
nenvers for at least three weeks every
vear. At the end of the first five years
they can enter on another term of five
years, These arringements jpre said to
have met with great suecess in Hol-
land, and it is probable that the num-
ber of militury bieyelists will shortly
be inereased,

In Portugal bicyeles have been intro-
duced in the army, and huve met with
much suecess, They were proved in
the great maneuvers which took place
at Tancos to supply o want long felt,
In Spain bieyele instroetion in the
infantry and riflo corps now forms o
specialty, Money prizes are offered
to the best riders. In time of ma-
neuvers the bieyeles wre used for the
carrying ol dispatehes, posts, ete. 1In
Bulgaria, since 1808, to every six divis-
ions o bieyele corps, consisting of one
non-commissioned  offleer and eight
men, is told off.

In Denmark n certain number of re-
eruits nndergo a course of instruction
in bleyeling. In France, since 1803, st
least two meu in every regiment are
told oft for bicyele work. Sweden, for
some years, has paid particular atten-
tion to the use of bicycles in military
service. The veloelpede corps wear in-
fantry uniform, nnd are armed with re-
volvers. Toevery division téen men are
told off 1o belong to this corps, and are
specially instrueted In fore-post duty,
rending of military maps, and in the
surveying of rouds, bridges, ete.—Lon.
don Globe,

-Pench stones find o rendy murlet in
New York. Perfumes, flavoring ex-
tracts, and prussio meid are distilled

Lo o

MEANING -OF ANTIQUE,

The Word Defined by the United States
Cuwtoms OMeinla,

There ire many curlous features of
customhonse law, Some of them are
In the statotes, othors have been ostab-
tished by the decisions of the courts or
the priactice of the trensury depart-
ment,  The common law of Kngland
hos been known for threo hondpeed
yoenrs as “the perfection of reison” A
good deul of the present costomhouse
Tnw of the United States might e well
ealled the perfoct of ceeentricity. An
instancs was brought out a few days
ngo when the ofleers selzed o valuable
collection of old English silver plate,
which My, J. R Willis, the London
representative of R, Hoe & Co., sent
over as a gift to Mr. Hoe. Mr. Willis
knew that the collections of antiguis
ties were an the feo Hst, and this was a
collection of antiguities he invoiced the
platenecordingly.

Hot the customs ofMicers discoverod
that some of the plate was produced
later than 1700, Mpr, Willis did not
know that noything manufactured in
1000 §s antique, in view of the customs
laws, but that nn article just like it
and equally incrusted with the marks
ol age, hul made in 1701, is modern,
How this distinetion grew up is a good
Hinsteation of how enstom-honse law
is made. Bight years ngo Mr. Mut-
thins . Arnot, a wealthy vitizen of
Elmira, purchased a lot of paintings by
old masters ot the sale of the duke of
Hamilbon's great eolleetion. The cus-
tomhouse disputed his entry of the
lot s antiquities, and Mr. Arnot con-
tested the matter in the courts. The
question was settled by an ngreement
between the lnwyers that the pletures
which daoted forther back than 1700
shoulid be classed as antiques, and
those of lnter date as modern and du-
tinlle,

Seerctary Fairchild, durving his head-
ship of the treasury department, ac-
cepted the precedent, and incorporated
it into the unwritten lnw by a decision
establishing 1700 as the line of demnr-
cation between antique and modern,
and in the MeKinley bill it wos enacted
into law,

Another obstoele which many private
eitizens have encountored in purchns:
ing antiguities nnder the supposition
thut they were safe in the protection
of the free list is the faet that it is
only collections of antiguitios that are
free. Single antiguities have to pay
duty. A Union square firm had an ex-
perienee of this kind when they im-
ported the celebrated Mexican sun god
opal to put in thelr exhibit at the
World's fuir. The firm bought this in
London, and entered it as an antiguity,
but found that as it was alone a doty
of severnl thonsand dollars had to be
paid. I any cheap bit of teash made
before 1700 had been brought in with it
there would have been no duty,—N. Y
Mail and Express,

THE COWBOY'S LASSO.

With It He Is Almost as Good n Marksman
w8 with the Rifle.

The cowboys of New Mexico, Texas
and Avizonn ave all skilled in the art
of using the lasso,” said a Suote Pe
min reeently. I used to be in the
rinehing line myself, and onee thought
Ieould throw a rope as straight as any
min living,  DBut that was before 1 had
mixed to any extent with the Moexi
enns. As grood a8 the American cow-
boys are, they can't hold o candle to a
greascer when it comes to the roping
business. They ecan do things with
hemp that no other mortals can ever
hope to aceomplish, A the Australion
stands onb preseminently in throwing
the bopmerang, so does the ignorant
son of the land of God and liberty' ex-
ceed all other men in this ne:
complishment, |

“A Mexicun will ehase a steer at full
speed, and while he guides his bronee
with one hand whiel his rope with un
erring aim with the other, and it isn’t
once in a thousand times that the
noose will fail to cateh just where the
rider moant, A favorite trick with
them is to stick a lot of long-handled
knives in the ground close together
within the limits of o narrow circle
and bet with outsiders that they cun
ride past at racehorse speed and pick
up any one of the knives designated
with a rope. They are good marks-
men with the rifle, too, but in this re
gard the cowsboys are fully thei
peers,"—Washington Post.

one

His Favorite Color.

Old Mr. Kerr-Muggeon, who agrecs
with Geovge 11 in hating “‘poetry and
painting,” and who' is never agrecable
except, when he is smoking, was en-
gaged in this favorite amusement on
his doorstep when Mrs, Gusscher
passodd,

S0 Mr. Kerr-Mugpeon!” she saild, 1
am glad to see you enjoying the beaun
ties of nature.”

“Heh? What d've mean?” asked Mr,
Kerr-Muggeon.

“Why, weren't you looking at the
sunset?”

“The sunset! Well, no, not just ex-
actly. DBut now that you mention it.
it does look fine, don't it? Looks a good
denl like & meerschaum pipe just after
it's begun to color!"—Youth's Compan-
lon.

The Coming Struggle.

Boy—Top, you'l bhetter get me o
bieyele, and buy one for yourself, too,
if you don’t want to get left.

Pop (u politician}—=What's got into
you?

“Look out for the B P. A that's
all.”

“Eh? What's that?”

“The Bieycle Protective association
It's just starting, and all bicyelists are
joining, and there's so many of them
you'll never get ‘lected to anything in
the world if you don't belong.”"—Good
News.

An Inconsiderate Parchase,

Landlord—I hear your son Sam is in
juil, uncle. What's the canse?

Uncle Mose—Ignerance, sah!
kaind, sah!

“How's that™

“De fool went down to de sto’, bonght
log-meat an' ars'nick in de sume breff,
an' wos rested on behall ob de com-
munity ob chicken raisis' dog owners,
on "splelon."=Trutin

Wust

PITH AND POINT,

=1t is all very well to tell a violent
mun to “koep his temper,™ but is he not
botter off without it?

He- s your futher been vupel-
nated yet?” She—"No: he is going to
be Losmorrow.”  He—""Tell him to luave
it done on the fool,"—N, Y. Sun,

~At the Batcher's.—"Why dul yon
put up that large mirvor nede the doop?”
“T'o provent servant givls from wateh-
Ing the seales, " —1liegende Blatter.

Wilton—"580 Penner's lntest novel
failed to sateh the publie as he eXpeats
ed ibwonld.  Any partlenlar reason?”
Walton—** Er—it was adetective story.'

Boston Coupler,

Lawyer—*"Did he eall you a lar in
many words?” Client—*"Well, he
called me o woenther report.”  Lawyor—
“That is sullicient; yvou nre sure to get
domages."—"Tit-1its.

—**How did you come to break with
Miss Sweetlips? Yom alwhys said she
was goodl as gold.™  “Yes: but 1 got ae-
gquainted with n girl who had the gold.”

Boston Transcript.

Summitt—**Miss Gayley wems
thoronghly imbued with the idea that
youth will tell.” Bottome—**Yes; yon
see, she hins theee or four sinnll broth-
ers.—Duffalo Courier,

—Mr. Manhatton—"Do you wear
ear-muffs in Boston when it is very
eold?™ My, Bonker Ii—"Certainly
we do.™ Mr. Maphattan—"Then the
streets ean not be so very norrow after
nll. "—Siftings.

Physiclan—"You must avoid all
exeltement, avoid beer or wine entire-
Iy, nnd drink only water.” “But, doe
tor, the idea of drinking water exeltes
me more than anything else."—Flie:
pende Blatter.

—Call—"What is the matter with
Fido that you are watching him so
closely?"  Charlie mimmn
sald your hot wos cnongh to malke a
dog langh, and 1 wanted to see him do
It."—Inter-Ocenn,

—yJimmy—"What is this moral eonr
nge that the Sunday-school teacher
was tellin' us about?™ Tomny—''As
near as I kin paess i, iUs the kingd of
courage that kids has that's afraid to
fight.—Indisnnpolis Jonrnal.

—*You don't know how mueh your
hook has helped me, Mr. Seribbs™ M.
Seribbs—""You flatter me.” *'I mean
every word of it.  Whenever | am rest-
less I go get your book and inside of
fifteen minutes 1'll be asleep.”

L8

*Unnse

—Putient (complainingly)—*I ecan’t
make outa word of this preseription,
doctor.” Physleinn  (greimly)
mind. You'll find my handwriting per-
foctly legible, I'll warrant you, when 1
send in my bill."—~Nomerville Journal,

On the Road —Mannger (reading)
“The eggr produet of the United States
smonnts to eight hondred and 6ifty
million dogens.” Old Actor (reflective-
1y} thought sometimes i was
more than that."—Detroit Free Press.

“You don't seem to got along very
well with yer old friend?”  “*Now, He
ol ter thinkin' he lnowed too much,
When I told 'im he orter put his mind
in o gymnnsiam an' give 'is voleo o vi-
he got mad"—=Washington

“Never

“I'va

calion,
Ntay,

~Kligible Millionnire —*1 wonder
why o girl always shuts hor eyes when
—er—a fellow kisses her” Fair Aris
toerat—*1 never notieed anything of
the sort, but 1 supposse it depends upon
the kind of face the follow has."—Pick-
Me-Up.

Roambler—"That Bartlett  girl
thinks o great deal of me. When 1
toli her T was going aronnd the world,
she asked me to be sure and write her
from every place I visited.” Wilter—
“Yes; she s collecting postage stamps,”

N. Y. Sun.

Will—"Why do yon always earry
those corles with you when you go to
enll on your flancee?' Juck—"Well,
you see, she lives in oo flat, and 1 use
them for stopping up the speaking
tubes when T am bidding her good-night
in the vestibule."—N. Y. Herald.

ORIGIN OF THE DIAMOND.

The Opinlons of Two Sclentists Who Dif«
for on the Question.

As usual upon disputed points, specu-
lation has been busy about the origin
of the dinmond, and a number of
theories, all more or less probable,
have been propounded Lo set the mat-
ter at rest.  The two most reasonnble
expositions nre, perhaps, the explana-
tions put forward by M. Parmot and
Baron Liebig.

The former scientist, who has labo-
riously Investigated the perplexing sub-
jeet, Is of the opinion that the dinmond
urises from the oporation of wviolent
voleanie heat on small particles of oar-
bon eontained in the rock, or on a sub-
stunce composed of a large proportion
of carbon nnd o smaller guantity of
hydrogen.

By this theory, as he conceives, we
are best able to account for the eracks
and flaws so often noticed in the gem,
and the frequent oecurrences of ins
cluded particles of black enrbonaecons
muotter.

Buron Liebig, on the other hand,
claims the credit of offering n simple
explanation of the probable process
which actually takes piace in the for-
mation of the diamond. His conten-
tion is that science ean point to no
process capable of secounting for the
origin and production of dinmonds ex-
cept the powers of decay.

If we suppose decay to proceed in o
lignid containing earbon and hydro-
gen, then a compound with still more
carbon must be formed; and if the
componnd thus formed were itself to
undergo further decay, the final result,
suys this eminent anthority, must be
the separstion of carbon in s erystal.
line form.—Chicago Herald.

--In 8 hotel not one hundred miles
from the top of the Rigl the following
announcement gives satisfaction: *'Mis-
ters and venernble voyagers are adver-
tised that when the sun him rise a horn
will be blowed." That announcement
sufficiently prepares the visitor for the
following entry in the wine list: “In
this hotel the wines leéave the traveler

nothing te hope for."=Frem Nows sod
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FOR YOUNG PEOPLE.
THE BOY AMONG HIS BLOCKS

Dullding a castlo fine,
With terrace, towoer and wall,
And turrets that so brightly shine
Above the shadows tall;
But scel It aways, falls, pakt nil cure,
For, ali! the baso is lusevure!

Foundations must be lrm
For suporstrosturae’s nooed;
Thoy will ptand the longest term
Whon bullt on noble desd.
Sueh character, my boy, will stand,
Aud grow, amld lfe’s wrecks, wore grand.
Anne B Thomng, In Harpiér's Youny People.

BRUIN'S QUEER HABITS,

Quarious Farta Regarding the Black Boar's
Winter Sleop,

One of the most curfous things abont
the black benr (and the grizzly and
cinnumon also) {8 the way he goes into
snng winter quarters when winter hos
fairly set lo, and lies dormant in his
den without either cating or drinking
untll the next spring. This is enllod
hibernation; and during this perlod
the ordinary processes of digestion
soem to be entively suspended. In our
seml-troples bears do not  hibernate,
but nature undoubtedly planted this
instinet in the brain of the bear of the
north to enable him to survive the se-
vers winter period when the snows le
deep, ond nll food is so scarce that
otherwise he would be in danger of
starvation. This period of hibernation
is from ahout the middle of December
to the middle of March. It has been
stated that if bears have plenty of food
they will not hibernate, even in the
north, but this is & mistake. Iknow
of at least two Instunces wherein benrs
in captivity have “holed up" in De-
cember and rennined dormant until

ITEAT OF A BLACK BEAR,

March, in spite of nll temptations of
offered fond. The naturnl instinet was
go strong that it refused to be over-
come by appetite alone.

There Is another very eurious thing
about the hibernation of the black
bear, His den s nsunlly a hole dug
under the roots of either a standing
tree or an uprooted tree, but it may bhe
in o hollow tree, & hollow log, or more
frequently, o ministure enve in a rocky
hillside. Sometimes he makes a bed
of leaves and moss for himself, but
often he does not. In “holing up”
under the roots of o tree he is fre-
quently completely snowed in, and
under such a condition, the warmth of
his breath keeps the snow melted fm-
medintely nround him. This molsture
freezes on the Inside of his den, and
presently he is incssed In o dome of
gnow, lined with lee, the hurd lining of
which ever grows thicker from the
frozen moisture of his brenth. Asa
result, he often wakes enrly in March
to find himself a prisoner ina hollow
dome of snow and lee, from which he
eannot escape for days, and where he
is often found self-trapped, and shot
without the privilege of even strileing
# blow at his assailants. And Phere
is where noture serves poor lruina
mean triel. I have never seen n bear
in such an fee eage of his own baild-
ing, tut Dr. Merrinm has, in the
Adirondacks, and this information is
borrowed from him.—W. T. Hornaday,
in 8t. Nicholas,

Tho Habits of the Walrus.

Although the walrns is a formidable-
looking animal, especinlly when he
rears his huge hend and gleaming tusks
ont of the water within o few feet of
your boat, Mr. Elliotk says he is not
only timid, harmless and noffensive,
but not even given to fighting in his
own family, Tlis tusls, which vary in
length from twenty to thirty inches,
and In weight avernge from six to eight
pounds ench, were given him to dig
clams with, and are of precious little
nse to him either in fighting or defenid-
ing himself from attack. He sleeps
comfortably in the open sen, floating
bolt upright in the water, with his nos-
trils out and his hind flippers hanging
o dozen feet below., Nature purposely
built him in the shape of a buoy, so
that when sleeping or resting at scu
the buoyaney of his huge, blubber-
ensed forequarters brings his nostrils
out of the water without the slightest
effort on his part. e grunts and bel-
lows o great deal, solely for his own
amusement, apparénfly, and many a
time have vessels been warned off don-
gerous rocks in thick, foggy weather
by the grunting of the walrus Iying
dpon them.—St. Nicholas,

A Clreus Trick Fxposed.

An amusing incident recently ocour-
red at a town in the south of France,
during the visit of a cirens. One of the
chief nttractions af the shew was o
troupe of performing dogs, and, after
they had gone through various feats.
thelr trainer announced that Azor, the
most nccomplished of them all, wonld
favor the aundience with a piano-forte
solo.  Aceordingly Azor mounted the
chair and struck up the “Marseillalse.”
At this moment some one In the audi-
ence shonted *“‘Ratal” and Azor made
one bound in the directlon of the ery.
This ecrented great laughter, which
donbled when it was noticed that the
plano went on playing, thus revenling
the trick that had been perpetrated.

An Unfortunnte AfMalr,
“I'm uot cancelted,” quoth the fiy
Upon the pantey sholf
vBut ifgee I streck thls lemon ple
Psindk wpon Hiysell"”
=Harper's Young Peopie.
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ABOUT FISHING TACKLE.

How to Mend a Rod and Suell Instend of
Throwlng Thom Away.

One of the first things o young fish«
erman must lonrn is to do evorything
neatly. A bungling bit of work, es-
pecinlly about the hool, will be apt to
SOAre AWDy rame flsh, Same pr\-fur
plain hools on this account, as thoy
oan be fastened to the Huoe more neatly
than hooks with eyes, If possible, have
o sill line rother than a linen one, It
will not cost much and is stronger and
firmer than inen.  Always talee along
# bit of shpemnker's wax and a spool of
stout sille, vod or white being the best
colopg, I your flsherman's kit can be
further provided with s pair of pliers
and a vial of asphaltum varnish, so
much the better. Many fishermen use
hooks attached to snells or lengths of
gut. The dingram given In Plg. L
shows the bests way of attaching the
loop at the end of the snell to the line.
It I most ensily done when fastened In
this way. Puta koot in the extreme
end of the line (a), pass it through the
loop of the snell (b—b) and provesd as
in diagram, drawing snell and line
tight to moake the knot fast. Well,
suppose you are out for o day's flshing
and your snoll breaks, as it usunlly|
does, Just where the hook is fustened to,
it. Do vot throw them awny, but!
sernpe the shank of the hoole elean or
tuke o fresh hook, Soak the snell in
water abont ten minutes to soften it.
Hold the hook with the left hand,
or with pliees, take the silk, well
waxed, and twist it several times
nbont shank of hook, as scén in Fig.
1L between nnnd b, Lay end of gut
along the shank over the sille (see od)
and, reversing the direction, wind the
silk flrmly oround all (Fig. 1IL),
whipplog it elosely and evenly along,
and pulling the silkc tightly at each
twist, ocensionnlly shoving thoe twists
clogely together with the thumb nail
or knife. Continue the twisting about
half an ineh, then make n loose loop
(Fig. 111, ¢), lay thesluck end (Fig. I1I.,
b} of the sk along the ontside of the
eoil.  Continue the wrapping for three
or four twists outside, of b, slipping
the loop (¢) over hook cach time, then
dreaw tightly and eut off all loose ends,
Rub this wrapping well with wax,
smooth down with a lenife handle and
cover with waterproof varnish, 1f this
Is properly done, the joining is stronger
than it originally was. If no varnish
is handy the hoole eonld be used for
a day without it, As gutand hooks
can be bought separately cheapor than
the tied hools, preparing them all in
this way will save pocket money.
Wateh the tying oand revarnish when
necessary. Keep an oye also on the
snell and wrappiogs and repair or re-
place them when they appear at all
worn, or else you may lose o big fish
soma day.

If the gut should break at the head
of the loop, sonk it until soft, lny it
bnck on itself & sufficient distance to
form a new loop and tie in o common
knot, cutting the short end off.

When o rod breaks eut the broken
ends slantwise, being careful to make
these ends fit together as in Pig, 1V.

Fis 1

(Hlue them in that position, or if there
isno glue handy use wax. Whip silk
over in even coils until they more than
eomceal the break, proceeding exaotl
as was done In Figs 11, and [1L, until
the finnl fustening. Lay a penecil or
the finger along the colls (Fig. V.,
a~—b), wind the sllkk over all three
times, Insert end under last coils, ns
shown in Iig. V., ¢, remove peneil,
drow close and eut off the end of the
sill,.  Robh smooth snd cover with
shellac varnish.—N, Y. Advertiser.

Methuselah of the Horse World.

The latest Methuselah story comes
from England, This time it Is not
from n man who has a distinet reeol-
leotion of Napoleon's grandfather, or
an old, old Indy who witnessed the ex-
ecntion of Charles I or nursed the In-
fant Cromwell; nor yet does this story
tell of a devoted eouple, who arm in
arm, haye wandered down the path of
time together sinece their wedding day,
the same doy that George Washing-
ton’s father and mother were married,
and are now about to celebrate their
platinum wedding. This time the
hero is o horse, and & very grand-
fatherly old horse, too. He belonged
to the Mersey & Irwell Navigation com-
pany, but left their employ recently
and embarked for the happy hunting
grounds nt the green old age of sixty-
two.

But Was e Really n Man ?

A newspaper funpy man has In-
vented not an absolutely fresh, but a
compunratively new Jloke npon a very
old subject. Miss Timid was talking
abont Her own nervonsness and her
varions night alarms.

“Tiid you ever find & man under your
bed, Mrs. Bluil?” she asked.

“Yes,” said tlmt worthy woman.
“The night we thought there were
burglars in the house I found my huse
band there.”

The Youngest Sea Unptain.

The youngest sea captain in the,
coasting trade is believed to be Mark
L. Gilbert, who runs the schooner Ad-
die Wessels between Rooklond, Me.y
ni:d New York. He Is wnly seventeen
years old, but has followed the ses
§.noe he waa ten yearsold, having beely
mate for his fyther for two yebrs.




